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THE PRESIDENT SPEAKS 

What a wonderful Christmas Party we enjoyed at Shocco Springs!  The food was delicious; 

our own Roger Woodard brought a great devotion that made us all think about the 

Christmas story in a different way; and our own singers, under the direction of Joan Clemons 

and accompanied by Barbara Kendrick, shared their talents with us.  

There were 77 members present and if you were not there, we missed you, and you missed 

a treat.  Thank you, Joyce Herman and Vickie Stevens, for all your hard work.   

It is not very often that we get to visit with our National Coordinators.  We were so blessed 

to have Jerry and Renee McGovern with us for the Christmas Party.  What a blessing they 

are to Campers on Mission! 

A candlelight ceremony was held at the closing of the Christmas Party to remember all those 

members we lost this year. It was truly a beautiful service. 

The gift cards this year were given to Raleigh’s Place, a home for foster children.  We thank 

you for blessing this special place with over $710.  (The amount of one card could not be 

determined until it is used.)  Sharon King, from Raleigh’s Place, wants all of you to know how 

much they thank you and appreciate your love and generosity. 

At a short, called business meeting at the Christmas Party there were two items of business; 

to vote on the recommended changes and corrections to our by-laws and to nominate a 

slate of officers for the years 2021-2022. 



The By Laws committee consisted of Ron McMonagle, chairman, John Baughman, Terry 

Baughman, Joyce Godwin, and Nora Thompson.  A vote was taken and the changes and 

corrections to the by laws were approved. 

The nominating committee consisting of Larry Searcy, chairman, Dave Gaines, and Vickie 

Stevens brought the following recommendation of officers for the years 2021 and 2022:  

President - Walt Miller; Vice President - Roger Woodard; Secretary - Rhonda Barton; 

Treasurer - Joyce Godwin; Program Chairpersons - Roger and June Woodard, Larry and Peggy 

Searcy; Music Coordinator - Julius Ewing.  A vote was taken, and all nominees were 

unanimously approved. 

Thank you to all those people who served on the committees.  You are a blessing to us! 

Don’t forget the rally April 2-3, 2020, at Gunter Hill Campground, 561 Booth Road, 

Montgomery, Alabama.  You will need to make your own reservations for the Catoma Loop.  

National Recreation Service at 1-877-444-7777; campground office at 334-269-1053; or 

online at www.recreation.gov. 

At this wonderful time of the year, let us not forget what Christmas is all about, a Savior who 

is Christ the Lord!  “The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.  We have seen 

His glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and 

truth.”  John 1:14 

Blessings As We Go, 

Nora Thompson 

 

 

 

 

DON’T FORGET TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS FOR THE 
SPRING RALLY AT GUNTER HILL CAMPGROUND!!! 

 

 

http://www.recreation.gov/


V P NOTES 

As We Go … also Sow 

There are several reasons why we members of Alabama Campers on Mission like to be part 
of our organization. We like the fellowship with friends with whom we share our time. We 
enjoy traveling to neat places and seeing great sites. We like being part of an organization 
that has purpose and is out there doing God’s will. But we also have a challenge: As We Go, 
we are to also sow. We are to spread God’s Word and introduce others to our guarantee of 
eternal life with our Lord Jesus Christ. 

All of us have said to ourselves, “Yes, we are doing God’s Will and we are showing others 

what it means to be a Christian.” Is it enough to keep quiet and just look like Christians? I 

say, “No.” Yes, driving nails for God is being active, but is it being active enough? Working 

with Campers on Mission is very satisfying, but too many times we miss opportunities to be 

verbally active in spreading the Good News of Jesus. 

Fred Rathbun was really good at it. Fred would go into a Walmart and always witness to a 

minimum of three people. When he began checking out, I’m convinced that he picked the 

longest line for good reason. While standing in line, he would witness to the person behind 

him, then to the person in front, and then to the checkout person. He had their captured 

attention and he made the best use of it. 

When ALCOM members were working at the National Peanut Festival in Dothan, Todd 

Morton and others saw the opportunity to witness to carnival workers. Carnies might be 

considered to be modern equivalents of the lowly shepherds to whom the angels announced 

the birth of Jesus.  As a result of ALCOM efforts in the last couple of years, now Heaven will 

be the eternal home for many carnies who might otherwise just be ignored by most of 

society.  

So, what can you and I do? Be intentional ambassadors for Christ! When some curious 

person wanders onto the project asking questions, stop what you are doing and explain to 

him or her WHY you are doing it. While you are in the community of the project, make an 

effort to help the outreach of that church every chance you get. Building God’s church is far 

more important than building His building. Keep your eyes open for chances to witness to 

the other inhabitants of the world around you, both on and off the ALCOM job. Don’t miss a 

single opportunity to sow the seeds of God’s Love. 

 

 Walt Miller 
 

 



PROJECT HAPPENINGS  
 

 NATIONAL PEANUT FESTIVAL PROJECT – NOVEMBER 2019 
 

 
This year’s National Peanut Festival 
was a great success.  The tent was 
changed, and a photo booth added 
which brought in lots of people.  As 
always, the game at the tent was 
lots of fun.  Goodie bags with gospel 
tracts in them were handed out and 
the gospel was shared with many 
people and many received Bibles.   
 

 
 

 
 
During our time with the carnival workers, 
there were 3 professions of faith and several 
we have ministered to in the past were 
shared with again.  Juana Maria was back 
with us this year and spoke in Spanish to 
those we were unable to talk to.  She has 



been a blessing to us for the past three years.   An the past, we distributed socks 
and warm clothes to the carnival workers.  They are always grateful for what we 
do for them.  No way to count the number of donuts, biscuits, and coffee we 
were able to share.  We always start the morning with prayer and several of the 
carnival workers join the circle.  Todd and Dana Morton would like to thank 
everyone who came out to help and to COM for their support.  No job is too 
small.  All are needed to make the project a success. 
 
BILLY GRAHAM TRAINING CENTER @ THE COVE – OCTOBER & NOVEMBER 2019 
 
Marc and Joyce Godwin volunteered at The Cove again this fall.  There were 
many areas in which volunteers were needed – grounds, dining, chapel, program 
department, registration, laundry.  In addition to the other areas of service, 
Joyce served as Operation Christmas Child Drop Off Location Coordinator.  
Approximately 2500 shoebox gifts were dropped off there and forwarded to the 
Charlotte NC Processing Center. 

 
 
 
  



ONEIDA BAPTIST INSTITUTE – OCTOBER  7-17, 2019 
Walt & Jeri Miller, Project Coordinators 

 

 
There was hard work done at Oneida this year, but it was work that needed to 
be done, and it was work that we could do.  Several of the tasks prompted doses 
of Ibuprofen.  Construction of the girls’ new dorm required the major portion of 
OBI’s available finances and attention so there were no other construction 
projects.   

 
The ALCOM Singers rehearsed under the direction of Joan Clements and Vickie 

Stevens and Judy Burt painted gates. 



In preparation for the demolition of the girls’ old dorm asbestos floor tile had to 
be removed.  We spent several hard days scraping up the well-glued tile, but it 
saved the school an estimated $20,000.  We stripped the shelves and clothes 
racks from the old Friendship House thrift store.  The activity was moved off-
campus to the Orchard Street warehouse in downtown Oneida.  We moved lots 
of furniture from the girls’ old dorm to the Orchard Street warehouse.  Metal 
from the room heating systems of the girls’ old dorm was removed to be sold as 
scrap.  Ladies worked at the Orchard Street warehouse and at the Craft House 
preparing countless items for sale. 
 
The ladies sewed 256 small shoulder bags and 126 purse-size facial tissue holders 
to be given to the girl students or to the Kentucky Baptist Convention.  Ladies 
also painted rooms in Baker Hall and the print shop plus two traffic gates. 
 
We did a lot of dismantling.  Approximately 100 old desks from three classrooms 
in Baker Hall and the print shop plus two traffic gates.  We demolished a small 
old post office building.  We removed about 125 feet of chain link fencing to 
prepare for more attractive fencing by the front gate.  We cleaned brush from 
about 100 feet of fence row along the main road and moved the 9-foot wide OBI 
sign to the new main entry. 
 
We dug ditches and installed catch basins and PVC pipes to carry rainwater from 
the boys’ dorm gutters to storm drains.  At the water treatment facility, a 
concrete perimeter wall was cracked and had moved 2-3 inches.  We dug dirt 
away from the wall to prepare for a new wall.  We repaired two electricalpower 
panels at the picnic shelter and next to the RV parking area.  We installed about 
50 locks on cabinets and installed 200 front panels on metal shelf units at the 
girls’ new dorm. 
 
There was one devotional time that was particularly special.  Two students gave 
their testimonies.  Both came from broken homes and violent upbringings.  Both 
told of their different lives after coming to Oneida.  Both were changed from 
being troublemakers to being excellent students and strong Christians. 
There was also some disappointment.  Fifty-three people signed up for Oneida.  
Twenty cancelled and others left early.  Health, family events, death of friends, 
and various crises cannot be predicted, but the cancellation rate was very high.  



However, God provided just enough people to complete the tasks that needed to 
be accomplished. 
 
 
 
 
ALCOM ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY @ SHOCCO SPRINGS CONFERENCE CENTER 

DECEMBER 6, 2019 
 

Many thanks to Joyce Herman and Vickie Stevens for planning and coordinating 
the annual Christmas Party.  It was a great time of fellowship followed by a great 
meal.  Special thanks to the ALCOM Singers, led by Joan Clements and 
accompanied by Barbara Kendrick, for a beautiful musical program and to Roger 
Woodard for a challenging message! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 
Britt and Casey Fike  (678) 488-5348 or (678) 371-4853 

714 Frost Road   jbf41@live.com or casey.fike34@hotmail.com  

Bowden, GA  30108 

 

Klaus and Diane Dahl (978) 407-8160 or (508) 783-7497 

2911 Madrey Lane SE dahlhouse90@gmail.com 

Owens Cross Roads, AL  35763 

mailto:jbf41@live.com
mailto:casey.fike34@hotmail.com
mailto:dahlhouse90@gmail.com

