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THE VIEW FROM THE PRESIDENT 

When I wrote the article for the Fall Newsletter, I thought it would be my last.  But things 

change and here I am again.  So in this newsletter I want to do a little bragging on our 

incoming leadership and let those of you who may be new to ALCOM have a little more 

information about them. 

First, let me tell you about our new President, Nora Thompson.  I have worked closely with 

Nora over the past two years as she served as our Vice President.  She has been a rock.  Her 

calm demeanor, wisdom, and insight have been a steady hand in supporting me to carry out 

my duties as President.  She and her husband, Ted, have been members of ALCOM for 15 

years.  Our chapter is going to be in good hands with Nora as President. 

Walt Miller is our new Vice President.  Walt joined Alabama COM back in 2000.  He is what 

we would call an old timer.  Walt is very familiar with COM since he is a project leader, past 

President, and with his wife, Jeri, is presently handling our COM store and this year took 

over as project manager of the annual Oneida Baptist Institute Project.  He and Jeri are a real 

asset to ALCOM.  

John Baughman is our Chapter Secretary.  John and Fran have been members of ALCOM 

since 2002.  John is more than just our secretary.  He is also our in-house historian.  If there 

is anything you want to know about past meetings, when someone joined ALCOM, who has 

served in what position in the past, etc., John is your go-to man. 

Joyce Godwin is our Chapter Treasurer.  Joyce and her husband, Marc, have been members 

since 2001.  Joyce graciously accepted this position as Treasurer when we lost Judy Ingalls 



unexpectedly.  Joyce does a superb job, but that is not all she does.  The very professional 

and informative newsletter you receive every quarter is also something for which you can 

thank Joyce. 

Julius Ewing is our Chapter Music Chairperson.  Julius and his wife, Alyce, have been 

members since 2001.  When Billy Mims, our previous music chairperson, had to resign due 

to other commitments, Julius stepped up and took over and what a great job he is doing.  

You can always count on some good music where Julius is concerned. 

Then we have our Rally Program Chairpersons.  Larry and Peggy Searcy are Spring Rally 

Chairpersons.  They have been members since 2010.  Terry and Nancy Baughman are Fall 

Rally Chairpersons.  They have been members since 2008.  They both provide interesting and 

entertaining activities at every rally, plus always have excellent speakers and lively 

entertainment.  If you have never been to one of these rallies, you have been missing a real 

treat.   

Another one of our highlights during the year is our Annual Christmas Party and I would be 

remiss if I did not give credit where credit is due.  Joyce Herman and Vickie Stevens head this 

up. You are really missing a great time if you are not attending this gathering.  We get 

together an hour before our Christmas Dinner for finger foods and fellowship.  We get to 

renew old friendships and get to see folks that we may not have seen in a year.  And then 

the meal is just outstanding and always delicious.  Joyce and Vicky always have a great 

speaker lined up for our Christmas devotion.  Let me encourage you to put this on your to-do 

list.   

Now last of all I want to mention our project leaders.  These folks are our unsung heroes.  

These are the guys that have everything ready for us when we show up for a project.  And 

then not only do they have to be able to read blueprints, but they take care of any 

campground issues, get the devotions lined up and a million other items of which we are 

unaware.  I’m just going to list these folks and hope I do not leave anyone out:  Ron 

McMonagle, Ken Conaway, Walt Miller, Glenn Whiddon, Pete McKnight, Danny Stevens, 

Tom Ray, Ken Folmar, Ray VanSlyke, Junior Stevens, Todd Morton, and  Wintford Haynes. 

Well, that about concludes this epistle.  Let me encourage you to give these folks a hearty 

thank-you when you see any of them.  Their pay is the same as it is for the rest of us, yet 

they are willing to serve our Chapter to make it the best chapter in all of COM.  God bless 

you and see you at the Christmas party. 

Bill Foster, Interim President  



V P NOTES 

Greetings from a new guy, who is also an old guy. Many of you don’t know me, but my first 

wife, Brenda Gaile (better known as “Breezy”) and I joined ALCOM in January 2001. Breezy 

left her job on a Friday and we were on the road the very next week to Grangeville, Idaho. 

She always said that I took her on a long-distance job first, so she couldn’t just run home to 

see our kids. 

Breezy developed a brain tumor that eventually disabled her and took me out of the ALCOM 

workforce for 5 years until she died in August 2015. Now I’m back with Jeri, my new wife 

God found for me.  

A couple of years before Breezy and I joined ALCOM, I had spent a few days on a project in 

Fenton, Michigan where I met Jake Carrol and Marvin Gober. Both men, over the years, 

would become very dear friends.  Alabama Campers on Mission is a family. In many ways, 

we COMers can become closer than our own brothers and sisters. The neat thing about 

meeting new Campers folks is that we know their character before we even know their 

name or their personality. We then learn to trust each other and depend on each other as 

we lift a 2x4 or a sheet of drywall as volunteers for Christ.  

Working with other Christian men and women is not like working with others in the 

paycheck world. As we work for The Lord, we never hear the filthy language that most of us 

heard constantly in our former jobs. And, we frequently enjoy a sense of accomplishment 

that many of us seldom had in our former jobs. 

I said all that to say this: We need to reach out to other couples so that they, too, can 

become part of this great family of ours. Let’s do our best to increase our ranks! Our times 

are changing. It is getting more difficult to enlist new members, but they are still out there. 

They are in your church or association. They may be down the street or road from you. They 

may or may not have ever even heard about Alabama Campers on Mission, but they will 

know about us if you tell them.   

I challenge you to make an effort to tell your church members. Start with your pastor. Tell 

your men’s and ladies’ organizations. Get on their calendar at their next meeting.  Go visit a 

neighboring church or two (doesn’t have to be Baptist). You can even speak to your Lions 

Club, Civitan, etc., etc. They are always looking for interesting things to talk about.  

Walt Miller  

Vice President 



PROJECT HAPPENINGS 
FALL RALLY @ RIVER COUNTRY CAMPGROUND, GADSDEN 

 
Terry & Nancy Baughman planned a great program of entertainment, fellowship and 
worship at the Fall Rally at River Country in Gadsden.  Mt. Zion Bluegrass is always 
wonderful and new members, Greg & Jackie Merrell, blessed us with music at devotion 
time.  Special thank you to Buster and Mary Taylor for the boat rides on the Coosa! 
 
 

  
BILLY GRAHAM TRAINING CENTER @ THE COVE – SEPTEMBER - NOVEMBER, 2018 

Eight Alabama COM members were onsite and worked with members of SOWERs and 
ROAMers, two other Christian camping volunteer groups.  Tom & Barbara Sessions, Ron & 
Earnie McMonagle, Royce & Georgette Atkins, and Joyce & Marc Godwin spent various 
amounts of time at The Cove.  Marc Godwin loves working with the Grounds Crew, starting 
before daybreak to get everything clean to avoid inconveniencing guests.  Tom, Ron, and 
Royce worked on miscellaneous maintenance projects that including pressure washing 
decks, picnic tables, chairs and steps, building a bridge, and pulling video wire for new digital 
security cameras.  The ladies served as chapel greeters and tour guides, assisted Program 
Department with typing, copying, assembling packets for upcoming seminars, lots of 
computer input, served in the dining room, cleaned rooms in the inns and one of the cabins, 
and did tons of laundry!  Joyce and Marc were the coordinators for the Operation Christmas 
Child shoebox collection.  Photos on next page, left to right:  Barbara Sessions working in 
Program Department; Ron McMonagle and Scott Brown at bridge project; Tom Sessions 
pressure washing steps and decks.    



       

  

 

Tom & Barbara Sessions served with a South 

Carolina Disaster Relief Laundry Team in 

Donalsonville GA.  Royce & Georgette Atkins 

and Gus & Mo Garrigus served with a disaster 

relief team in Panama City.  They took a 

commercial grill and cooked over 500 

hamburgers, hotdogs, and chicken filets and 

served victims and relief workers.  The guys 

took their chain saws and heavy equipment 

and helped clear debris and trees.  

 



SHOCCO PROJECT – SEPTEMBER 2018 
Danny & Vickie Stevens, Project Leaders 

 

As the project at Shocco got 
underway, we certainly had 
sadness and a longing in our 
hearts.  The staff at Shocco and the 
COM project members missed our 
dear friends and leaders, Wilton & 
Kathy Whigham.  They led Shocco 
projects since 1994.  Many thanks 
to Danny & Vickie Stevens for 
stepping up.  The ladies made 
pillows and wallets for Oneida; 
salvation bears and walker bags 
for nursing home; cleaned 60 

tables and steamed 360 chairs in dining hall; did laundry; mended sheets and towels for 
laundry and painted a storage building.  The men built a 10 x 16 storage building; replaced 
handrails and built ramps for adventure camp; replaced tin on sign shop, kitchen storage 
and repaired tin on paint shop.  They installed shelving in Bazooka and Paint Ball buildings 
and installed turf in Bazooka Ball building.  The men ran wiring and put blocking in 
Springview for 10 new rooms, painted storage building at residence #5, replaced rails at 
Sweetgum and Johnson Center, waterproofed pontoon boat, put up headboards, blanket 
racks and ironing board racks in 10 Springview rooms, and installed blanket racks on three 
floors in Oakridge.  33 COM participated in this project.  The weather was extremely hot this 
year and regretfully several of the men suffered from heat-related problems and had to 
leave early.  Hopefully the April 2019 weather will be much cooler and provide better 
working conditions. 

   

Dear COM Family, 

I want to take this opportunity to tell you how much I love you and miss you.  Thank you for 

all the prayers, cards, phone calls and all the many ways you have given me encouragement and 

support during this most difficult time in my life.  My family and I appreciate the love and 

respect expressed by all who attended Wilton’s service.  Please continue to pray for our family as 

we adjust to our new life.  We know Wilton is with the Lord and that knowledge brings peace to 

our sadness.  Love, 

 Kathy Whigham and Family  (Phil, Susanne, and John) 



 
NATIONAL PEANUT FESTIVAL – Dothan, Alabama 

 

This great group of Alabama Campers on Mission gathered at the National Peanut Festival 
with the mission of planting seeds for God’s glory.  Some worked ticket gates. Others 
worked in a tent where a puppet show was provided for children.  Todd and Dana Morton 
led the group that ministered to carnival workers.  They provided food and drink, coats, 
socks, and backpacks to the carnival workers. They provided a needed listening ear, a kind 
word, a smile, words of encouragement, and prayer with and for the workers and others 
attending.  Ten carnival workers professed Jesus as Lord and Savior during the time the 
group ministered there.  Others made recommitments and lives were changed for eternity.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ONEIDA BAPTIST INSTITUTE – 2018 
Walt & Jeri Miller, Project Leaders 

 
The 2018 OBI event was a bit smaller than usual, but was a good one anyway.  
There were 42 of us, including the Hovens who were not yet members, 
completing such things as finishing the drywall at Bullskin (better known as the 
snake house), digging in about 500 feet of conduit and pulling the wiring for two 
ball fields, installing a big paver stone patio at Anderson House, installing many 
square yards of laminate flooring in 3 staff houses, building 3 shed roofs over 
basement entries at 3 houses, painting half of the bleachers in the gymnasium, 
installing UV lights at the sewer plant (Randy’s favorite), painting the roofs of 2 
staff houses, rebuilding a set of kitchen cabinets at the “anger” house, building a 
rabbit cage at the farm, cutting up an old junk vehicle, plus several smaller jobs.  
Our ladies set up the usual sewing factory in a music room and made 260 trash 
bag holders and 52 aprons to be given away at the Kentucky Baptist Convention 
meeting.  As usual, it rained a few days.  As usual, we over-ate 3 meals a day in 
the dining hall.  As usual, we had a high time around the fire pit.  And as usual, it 
was time well spent. 
 

SEE YOU AT THE ANNUAL ALCOM CHRISTMAS PARTY – 12/7/18!  
DON’T FORGET TO BRING YOUR LOWE’S GIFT CARDS TO BE 
DONATED TO MACOBA IN MEMORY OF WILTON WHIGHAM. 



FROM NORA THOMPSON 

I am writing this column with a heavy heart. 

On September 19, our lives came to a screeching halt when we lost our precious, beautiful 
daughter-in-law.  Slowly, we are rebuilding our lives to a new normal without our Kim.  We 
had a very special relationship. She always told me that she loved me when she walked out 
my door or ended a telephone conversation. 

I want you to know Kim.  She was only 17 when she entered our lives; our son was only 18. 
They were married a few days short of their 18th and 19th birthdays.  Married life was tough 
but they weathered the storms, became each other’s best friend, and celebrated their 29th 
anniversary in August before she entered the hospital ICU in September to never again 
return home. 

Kim and Gary raised two handsome boys and now have a precious grandson who will never 
know his Grammy or how much she loved him. 

Thanksgiving Day at my house will never be the same.  Kim was always responsible for the 
cream corn.  It was a favorite of all the grandchildren, as well as the adults, and by the end 
of the meal the corn dish was usually scraped clean. We will have cream corn this year but it 
will not be the same as Kim’s cream corn. 

Thank you for your love and kindness during this difficult time.  Your cards, texts, calls, 
messages, and especially your prayers have been such a blessing to us.  Your sweet words 
lifted our spirit. 

God often reminds me that man’s ways are not God’s ways.  In Isaiah 55:8-9 we read, “For 
my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. “As 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 
thoughts than your thoughts.”   This reminds me that God is in control and I should not 
question Him but only trust and believe Him.   

We do plan to be at the Christmas Party on December 7.  If you haven’t made plans or 
reservations, now is the time to get that done.  We hope to see all of you there. 

Blessings,  

Nora Thompson 

 

 



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 
Tom and Angie Madden  
(251) 979-4639 (Tom) and (251) 979-5233 (Angie) 
32441 Faircloth Rd. 
Elberta, AL  36530 
tommadden1709@gmail.com and angiemadden5233@gmail.com  
 
Danny and Kathy Baker  
(334) 295-8826 Home (334) 654-0755 Cell 
595 Grannys River Rd. 
Gallion, AL  36742 
dpbaker20@yahoo.com 
 
Linda Joiner (251) 564-1927 
Travis Joiner 
5550 Drewry Road 
Monroeville, AL  36460 
ljoinerd@yahoo.com 

 

 

  COM MEMORIES 

 
Fran & I joined Campers on Mission in April of 2002.  O’Neal and 

Jimmie Robinson invited us to their camper during the Rally and gave us the history of COM 
and told us what to expect on a project.  At our first COM project in Tennessee in June of 
2002, Don & Billie Ann Standridge took us under their wing and made our first project 
outstanding!            John Baughman 
 

 
Marc and I joined COM in February of 2001 after meeting Billy and JoAnn Mills at White Oak 
Creek in Eufaula.  They took time to tell us all about COM and what to expect as members.  
Our first COM event was a rally at River Country where we met Lamar & Carolyn Folmar and 
Kent & Loretta Folmar.  They made us feel welcome a part of the organization! Our COM 
family is very special to us.   Joyce Godwin 
 
          
***Share your memories of becoming part of COM.  It’s always nice to look back and 
remember those people who are so important in our lives.  
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