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Alabama Campers on Mission Working in Union Grove 
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Alabama Campers on Mission work on the new building at the First Baptist Church in Union Grove. 

• Photos by Sherry Mayberry 

 

https://www.advertisergleam.com/news/alabama-campers-on-mission-working-in-union-grove/article_ba751ade-76ef-5346-9d5b-09e39e842eeb.html
https://www.advertisergleam.com/news/alabama-campers-on-mission-working-in-union-grove/article_ba751ade-76ef-5346-9d5b-09e39e842eeb.html
https://www.advertisergleam.com/news/alabama-campers-on-mission-working-in-union-grove/article_ba751ade-76ef-5346-9d5b-09e39e842eeb.html#1
https://www.advertisergleam.com/news/alabama-campers-on-mission-working-in-union-grove/article_ba751ade-76ef-5346-9d5b-09e39e842eeb.html#2
https://www.advertisergleam.com/news/alabama-campers-on-mission-working-in-union-grove/article_ba751ade-76ef-5346-9d5b-09e39e842eeb.html#1


 
 

The women keep the area clean and do insulation while the men do some of the more labor intensive work.  

• Photos by Sherry Mayberry 

Alabama Campers on Mission has been working at First Baptist Church in Union Grove. 

The project they are working on is finishing the interior of the church's new Family Life Center. 

The building will have multiple uses.  

Campers on Mission started the project on Sept. 16 and finished on Sept. 27. The building is not 

finished and they have already scheduled other days that they will be coming back to do more 

work. 

There are between 175 to 200 active members of Campers on Mission. They travel in their RVs 

and go to churches where they build what is needed. They can build entire churches, do 

fellowship halls, renovation or whatever the need is.  
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Campers on Mission is a national organization and it started in 1972. Alabama has one of the 

largest chapters. Texas and Florida are the other two large chapters. There is not a specific 

location for Campers, but the organization is a 501c3 organization. They became a nonprofit 

organization a few years ago. 

All of the labor is donated and they provide their own hand tools. There are two tool trailers 

that they use. They travel throughout the country from time to time, Ken Conaway said. Ken 

was the project leader for the Union Grove work. Over the course of a year, they donate 3,500 

to 4,500 man hours. They do about 40 projects a year. 

They work on churches and with a number of Christian camps. The closest one to Marshall 

County is Camp Macoba in Madison County. They work at Shocco Springs in Talladega twice a 

year and several camps in the lower part of the state  every year. 

Another project they do every year is in Oneida, Kentucky. It houses a boarding school for sixth 

through twelfth graders. The school has a number of international students as well as 

Americans, Ken said. They work there for two weeks every year. 

Ken said the group did a project earlier in the year in Montana. They did a women’s shelter to 

house 30 women. 

For the Union Grove project, they were working on a 12,500 family life center which includes a 

50x75 gym, office space, a nursery, 8 classrooms, a fellowship hall and a kitchen. They were 

working on the framing which took two weeks. They will be back in February to do some more 

framing and hanging sheetrock. 

In addition to the framing, they had electricians there as well. The electrical crew worked on 

the wiring. Alabama Campers will have a group coming up in January to do the rough-in 

plumping. In February, they will be hanging sheetrock. The church is responsible for hiring a 

professional to finish the sheetrock. 



First Baptist has hired an HVAC  contractor and gas piping personnel to do those jobs before the 

group finishes with the last of the framing and sheetrock. Ken said they will leave once they 

have hung the sheetrock, but will come back to paint, hang the doors and put the ceiling grid in 

the building. 

Once the Campers part is complete, the church will lay its own flooring and move in the items 

they want to put into the building. 

When they started the project, the only thing in the room was a bare floor. Ken said the 

average age for the workers on this project was 69.8 years. That is both men and women. 

Although that seems like it would be a lot of experience, Ken said most of the volunteers were 

not carpenters by trade. He was an accountant. They have a high school principal, a plant 

manager and people who worked in different areas of management in various companies. 

The men are not the only ones who work. The women work just as hard as the others. They 

have a sewing group and this group typically does projects for whatever is needed. They make 

backpacks for students, clothing and other items. Some of the women clean and work on other 

projects inside the building. Two of the women were hanging insulation. 

Mack Henderson is one of the deacons and trustees at First Baptist who worked with the group. 

He said the church found them on a website and had heard some good things through word of 

mouth as well. They group came up about a year ago and some church members sat down and 

had a conversation with them about their plans. 

Alabama Campers on Mission looks over all the projects over before deciding if they can do it. 

They decided they could do it, but there was a delay. The church wanted them to come in 

January for two months, but there was a delay in getting the exterior of the building finished 

due to the heavy rains then. and the rain. The building was supposed to be up sometime last 

year, but it did not arrive until January 21.  

The group still wanted to do their project, so they worked them in between projects. They were 

able to fit them into September for two weeks and they plan on coming back in February for 



three weeks. They will leave for three weeks after that, but they will be back near the end of 

March or beginning of April. They will finish the project in April. They will be working on the 

project for eight weeks. 

Union Grove First Baptist built the facility because they needed a new kitchen facility and a 

fellowship hall. They wanted a place for children to play and they also needed new church 

offices. The offices now are in a little an old house next door to the church that was built 

sometime in the 1920s and 1930s.  

The new building has room for expansion. Henderson said if the church continues to grow, they 

could expand into the new building for their services. The gym is large enough that if they had a 

big event, they could use the fellowship and the gym as places of gathering. 

The building will have showers. The church participates in Room in the Inn and wanted to have 

showers in case their guests would like to take one. 

They will have a toddler room and a nursery. The toddler’s room will have a bathroom for the 

little ones. There will also be an adult bathroom in the same area. 

While the building is wide-open, the HVAC and electrical workers will come in to do their work. 

This is not something that the Alabama Campers really do. They plan on doing some work to 

the parking lot as well while the weather is good. 

The women of the Alabama Campers are also busy. They work on clothing for needy, 

backpacks, diapers and other necessities that they can do. The ladies who work on the projects 

said everything that they do is from donations. 

The women were working on various projects such as a walker bag. A walker bag is a bag that 

you can attach to a walker. One of the ladies was working on a dress and they had been also 

working on shorts. They did 60 dresses and shorts. Some of the items they were working on 

were going to Appalachia, but most of the items will go to third-world countries. 



The women's group had made lots of different things. The backpacks they made went to 

Guatemala and they typically make about 300 a year. There was some fabric that was donated 

that is heavier than their normal fabric and they were going to make backpacks from it. They 

made one from it to make sure that they could. The backpacks are filled with school supplies or 

some are filled with food. It depends on the need. 

They made an apron that they will be donating to the Union Grove church for their new 

kitchen. 

Some of the churches that they have visited have started sewing because of the ladies' gifts. 

One church they visited has had their sewing group for six years. They do not always have 

participants from the church to help with their projects, but sometimes they do. 

If someone is interested in becoming a member of Alabama Campers on Mission visit their 

website at www.alabamacom.org. 
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