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PRESIDENT’S NOTES 
 

Alabama Campers on Mission, as well as our great nation, have been dealt a 
tremendous blow in 2020. We have had to cancel numerous projects because of 
the virus. Most of us have not been able to fulfill our calling, but I pray that 
times will soon be more normal.  
 
ALCOM is a service organization, dedicated to serving God and being His hands. 
God can do anything He wants at any time. He created the whole world by 
simply speaking it into existence. So why could not He just speak it and fix old 
church buildings? If He could create the whole world, He could easily add a wing 
onto a church building or add a fellowship hall here and there wherever one is 
needed. It would certainly be quicker and cheaper and easier for all concerned.  
 
God doesn’t need us at all. He is sufficient for every need and for every 
situation.   
 
God does not need us. If we think we can do something for God that He cannot 
do Himself, we are very sadly mistaken. We have no skills or capabilities that 
God does not already have in infinitely greater quantities.  
 
BUT He wants us. He wants us to be of service to Him, not just for His sake but 
also for our own and for the sake of those around us. That is where ALCOM 



shines. That is why God has called us to load up our tools and sewing machines 
into our RVs, and to travel to places where we can be of service to His cause.  
 
I think there are at least three reasons why our ALCOM efforts are pleasing to 
God.  
 

1. God called us to help fellow Christians. One of my greatest joys is to be 
hugged by an elderly (or even not so elderly) church member as they 
thank us because we are an answered prayer. That person may have 
prayed for months in the hope that someone would come to help them to 
build something that God said was needed. Then we show up with a 
hammer, sewing machine, or other tool in hand. I like being an answer to 
someone’s prayer! 
 

2. When we are on a project somewhere and our RV is parked in a church 
yard out there, we are helping that church in their outreach. We are 
showing their community that something important is going on. As we 
meander around their community, it gives us a chance to spread the word 
that God is at work in that church.   
 

3. We also need to be of service to others because of our own needs. When 
we help others to complete their calling, we are also fulfilling our own 
calling. The work that we do for others always, in turn, benefits us. There 
is great personal satisfaction in doing things for others. Even when we are 
working on our own church and polishing our own pew, we are helping 
others. My dad used to say, “All you can hold in your cold dead hand is 
what you have given away.”     
 

So, it is time for Alabama Campers on Mission to get back up to speed. Soon, I 
pray. I also look forward to the fellowship, the time spent around a fire, the 
shared food (including ice cream), and especially the hugs and handshakes.   
 
 

Walt Miller 

 

 
 



THE VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
God is still on His Throne, and He is still in control!  2020 has been something 
that none of us were expecting back in January.  But, as Christians, we realize 
that our God continues to see all, past, present, and future.  My prayer is that 
2021 brings more opportunities for us to be engaged in serving our Lord on the 
mission fields.  Those who were involved in the two projects during the first 
quarter of this year were able to accomplish a great deal of work while battling 
the rains that cut down the days we could work outside.  Many of our ladies 
were able to find opportunities to serve during the pandemic by making masks 
for front line workers.  My point is that we can always find ways to serve even 
while at home!  Check on neighbors, provide meals, cut their grass, and make 
sure they have all they need to live day by day.  Our opportunities are only 
limited by our vision of the mission field.  Prior to His ascension, Jesus told his 
disciples: 
 
Matthew 28 
“The Great Commission 
16  Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where 
Jesus had appointed them.  17  And when they saw him, they worshipped him:  
but some doubted.  18  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, ‘All power 
is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  19  Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost:  20  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you:  and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.’  
Amen” 
 
Do not fear the day or the future because we have His promise to continually be 
with us, “even to the end of the world.”  Prayer and God’s Word are the two 
greatest weapons at our disposal. 
 
From our home, we wish you all the happiest of holidays.  Be thankful for we 
are truly blessed beyond measure.  May God be glorified through all we do and 
say!  Love you all,  

 

Roger and June Woodard 
 



A FAREWELL MESSAGE 
 
In my humble opinion, none of us would want a repeat of what we 
have experienced in 2020:  the Covid-19 virus; the lockdown of our 
nation and economy; those dreaded masks; violent rioting, looting, 
and burning; disrespect of our nation’s flag, National Anthem, 
President, and first responders.  I ask you to pray for our nation, its 
leaders, and its people.  
 
 Since we have not been able to have a meeting, a rally or Christmas 
Party this year, I see an unusual ending to my term as your president.  
I cannot say that it has all been fun, but I can say that it has all been 
worthwhile.  I have grown and I have learned.  I have been challenged 
and I have tried to meet each challenge to the best of my knowledge 
and ability.  You have accepted me, helped me, and loved me.  You 
are a wonderful group of hard-working, Jesus loving people, and I am 
so glad to be a part of it all.  I love you dearly. 
   
Many of you have been working all this “down time” and I commend 
you for it.  Please turn your hours in to receive credit for your work.  
We don’t have to be on a “project” to serve our Savior; we just have 
to be willing to serve when we see a need. 
 
We have a tremendous slate of officers who will be serving for the 
next two years.  I challenge you to get behind them with your support 
as I know you will.  The following is a list of officers: 
 
 President   Walt Miller 
 Vice President  Roger Woodard 
 Secretary   Rhonda Barton 
 Treasurer   Joyce Godwin 
 Rally Chairpersons Larry and Peggy Searcy 
 Music Coordinator Julius Ewing 



We owe a big debt of gratitude to our project leaders.  What would 
we do without them?  We would probably do nothing as they are the 
leaders who make the projects happen.  By the time we workers 
arrive on site, the leader has been to the site many times, calculated 
materials, lined up the project, and are ready to start to work.  Thank 
you, Project Leaders, for your willingness to serve. 
 
We have one long-term officer who is giving up the position after 
years of faithful service.  John and Fran Baughman have been involved 
in Campers on Mission since 2002, worked many projects, and served 
this organization well as its secretary.  We will miss your expertise 
and knowledge of ALCOM.  Thank you, John Baughman, for a job well 
done.  And thank you, Rhonda Barton, for your willingness to pick up 
the reins and move forward. 
 
The theme of Psalm 91 is God’s protection in the midst of danger.  
God doesn’t promise a world free from danger, but He does promise 
His help whenever we face danger.  In verses 1-6, we find that God is 
a shelter, a refuge when we are afraid.  If we belong to Him, He is 
there to protect us.  We don’t know what we might face in the next 
few years, but we know the One who has promised to protect us and 
sustain us.  To God be the glory! 
 

Nora Thompson 

 

 

 



TO RALLY OR NOT TO RALLY? 
 
Greetings to all ALCOM Members!  2020 has been a year I think we will all 
remember.  I hope everyone has weathered these trying times.  The Executive 
Committee wants to have a Spring Rally in 2021.  The date we have talked about 
is the first weekend in April.  This is all dependent upon the situation at that 
time, what the CDC, ALDPH, and the rules for the State of Alabama are.  To have 
a Rally, we need to make plans now.  We need input from everyone as to where 
we should have the Rally.  We would like to have the Rally in the Calera to 
Montgomery area or in a central part of the state.  Please respond to Roger and 
June Woodard at WKF4PBH@yahoo.com or to Peggy and me at 
larry.searcy@roadrunner.com.  We have looked at numerous campgrounds in 
the area mentioned.  One thing we have found is that they all have a covered 
meeting place, but these are not usable in inclement weather.  Please send 
comments, suggestions, and recommendations to us.  One thing is certain GOD 
is still in control.  We know ALL things work together for His glory.  Looking 
forward to seeing everyone! 
 

Larry and Peggy Searcy 
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  IRON SKILLET APPLE PIE 
 

  4 – 6 large apples  
  1/4 stick of butter 
  1/2 cup of brown sugar, packed 
  2 frozen pie crusts  
  3/4 cup white sugar 
 1 1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon 

    2 Tbsp. all purpose flour 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Melt butter in skillet in oven.  Stir in brown sugar 
and cook 5 minutes in oven, making sure the sugar has dissolved.  Peel, core, and 
slice apples.  Mix white sugar, cinnamon, and flour and sprinkle over apple slices.   
Remove skillet from oven.  Place one of the pie crusts in the skillet covering the 
brown sugar/butter mixture and press up against skillet.  Pour apple slices into 
crust.  Top with the other crust and seal the two crusts around the edges.  Cut 
several slits in top crust to allow steam to escape.  Bake at 350 degrees for 
approximately 45 minutes, or until the crust is golden brown.  (Recommend 
aluminum foil under skillet in case it cooks over!) 
 

MORNING GLORY MUFFINS 
 

1 cup chopped pecans    2 cups sugar 
3 cups all purpose flour    3/4 cup canola oil 
1 tsp. salt       3 large eggs 
1 tsp. baking soda     2 1/2 tsp. vanilla 
1 tsp. cinnamon     1 - 8 oz. can crushed pineapple 
1/2 tsp. nutmeg     1 cup golden raisins 
       1 cup finely grated carrots 
 
Preheat oven to 350.  Combine flour, salt, baking soda, cinnamon, and nutmeg in a 
large bowl.  Make a well in the center of the mixture.  Whisk together sugar, oil, 
eggs, and vanilla; fold in pineapple and carrots.  Add to flour mixture, stirring just 
until dry ingredients are moistened.  Fold in pecans and raisins.  Spoon into muffin 
cups, filling 2/3 full.  Bake at 350 degrees 23-25 minutes or until wooden pick 
inserted in center comes out clean.  Cool in pans on wire rack 5 minutes.  Remove 
from pan to wire rack and cool completely.   
 



OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  
NATIONAL COLLECTION WEEK 
BILLY GRAHAM TRAINING CENTER 
NOVEMBER 16-23, 2020 
 
 
Marc and I were blessed to serve as Drop 
Off Team Leaders here at The Cove for 
2020.  Covid-19 seems to have affected 
every phase of life in this country and 
donors had to use creative ways to pack 
their shoeboxes this year.  Many used the 
online service made available through 
Operation Christmas Child headquarters 
to pack their shoeboxes without leaving 
home!  Others chose to brave the stores 
and choose their own items.  In any case, 

the gospel message will be shared through this effort.  It was a great joy to meet 
this vibrant, dynamic 8-year-old, Nori Black.  Nori chose to use her allowance 
money all year long to purchase items for shoeboxes.  She set a goal last December 
of 100 boxes!  Her total number was 140!  Thank you, Nori, for your willingness to 
serve and make it possible for children to hear about Jesus! 
 
 


